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2 READ THIS BEFORE INSTALLING THE VERSA LIFT

SAFETY GUIDELINES - DEFINITIONS:

It is important to read and understand this manual. The
information it contains relates to protecting your safety
and preventing problems. The symbols below are used
to help you recognize safety information.

A DANGER Indicates an imminently hazardous

situation which, if not avoided, will
result in death or serious injury.

A WARNING Indicates a potentially hazardous

situation which, if not avoided, will
result in death or serious injury.

yo7.\Upj[e]\\l Indicates a potentially hazardous
situation which, if not avoided, will
result in minor or moderate injury.
R N(CI=38 NEVER ALLOW PERSONS ON OR IN THE

LIFT! NEVER SIT OR STAND ON THE LIFTING PLATFORM!
ABSOLUTELY NO RIDERS! No person under 18 years of age
should be allowed to operate this product. Children should be
kept away from the lift when it is in operation. When not in use,
lock the remote control and remove the key and store it where
children cannot get it! This product can cause serious injury or
death to a child who attempts to ride the lift or to lift others!
When not in use, ALWAYS raise the lifting platform to the
highest position and unplug the power cord to lift, lock the
remote and store the key!

V' UZRININICE WHEN WORKING IN THE ATTIC, STAY ON

DECKED AREAS. If you must enter non-decked areas, stay on
joists. The materials between the joists will not support your
weight and will collapse if you stand or sit on them. Be alert to
overhead hazards, such as exposed nails. Be aware of and
avoid openings, such as the ladder opening or the lift opening
when you are working or moving around in the attic.

A WARNING When working with power tools, follow all of

the manufacturers safety guidelines and wear approved safety
glasses and hearing protection.

P QIEGIIINCE Do NOT WORK ALONE IN A HOT ATTIC or
if you have any health condition that could affect your balance,
your mobility, or cause you to loose consciousness. If you
have any diminished capacity, always work with another
person in case you should need help. Don’t work in the attic
in the heat of the day. You can quickly be overcome by heat
exhaustion in a hot attic in just a matter of minutes. Morning
hours are the coolest time to work in the attic.

V' QUZAGIINCE Do NOT OPERATE THIS EQUIPMENT IN
DAMP, WET OR POORLY LIGHTED LOCATIONS or attic spaces
and don’t expose it to rain. Do not use this equipment in the
presence of flammable gases or liquids. Keep the work area
clear of obstacles, cluttered areas invite injuries. Use only
correctly grounded power outlets or extension cords. Never
operate equipment without grounding!

NOTICE TO INSTALLER:
DO NOT OPERATE THE MOTOR UNTIL YOU ARE
INSTRUCTED TO IN STEP 9 OF THIS GUIDE!

Doing so will cause the Versa Lift to malfunction and
require re-calibration by factory or authorized dealer.

y'\n/:-\\[e]=38 TO REDUCE THE RISK OF ACCIDENTS,
SEVERE INJURY, OR DEATH, ALL OPERATORS MUST READ
AND UNDERSTAND THE OWNERS MANUAL COMPLETELY
BEFORE OPERATING THIS EQUIPMENT!

V QUARNINEN FALLING HAZARD: The ladder opening and

lift opening present falling hazards to any person who enters
the attic. When you are in the attic space, be alert at all times
to these openings. We highly recommend you install a safely
railing around your ladder opening, such as the Versa Rail by
BPG* (see Fig. 0).

V' QUAGININEN 1f you install this lift product inside the

living space of a home, or in a closet, or a walk-in attic
accessible to children, then you must also install the Auto-
Shutter* from BPG that automatically closes the lift opening as
the platform goes down to help prevent children, pets, etc.
from falling through the opening (the Auto-Shutter is not
illustrated in this manual).

*For information on the Versa-Rail, Auto-Shutter, and other
Versa Lift accessories visit wvw.bpghome.com or call BPG.
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READ THIS BEFORE INSTALLING THE VERSA LIFT 3

BEFORE INSTALLING THIS LIFT:

Verify that this product and its installation does not violate
local building codes. You can find out this information
from a local building inspector, architect, structural
engineer, or your building contractor.

Find out if there are any code restrictions on what types
of things you can store in your attic.

Get professional advice and estimates on framing,
decking and assembly if you are not qualified or
physically able to do these tasks. You can find building
contractors, remodeling contractors, architects,
engineers and inspectors in the Yellow Pages.

You are responsible for determining the suitability of this
product for your individual purposes, as well as installing
it in a way that meets local building and safety codes.

A WARNING Two persons are required to

perform certain tasks in this guide for safer and
easier installation. Performing these tasks alone is
not recommended.

VERSA LIFT SPECIFICATIONS:

General Specifications (All Models 24)

Dimensions 26x57x47H
Vertical Attic Space Req'd. 48” Min.
Max. Joist Height 18”

Lift Opening Size 22.5x46.5”
Motor 0.6 hp
Voltage 110 VAC
Power 4.5 amps
Lift Capacity Max. 200 Ibs.
Lifting Speed 8 in/sec
Duty Cycle (minutes) 2 on/ 4 off
Lifting Cables (2) .093 (7x19)
Shipping Wt. (approx) 171 Ibs.
Remote Control Model

15" Corded Remote 24, 24H, 24HX

Wireless Remote

Model

24 2AW s S R R R R 8-11 ft.
24H; 2AWH coinnannmiansimininrima 11-14 ft.
24HX; 2AWHX g 14-20 ft

24W, 24HW, 24WHX

Floor-to Floor

Versa Lift
INSTALLATION OVERVIEW:

1. FRAME THE OPENING:
The first step to installing your new Versa Lift is preparing
an opening in the ceiling where the lift will be located.

Tools/Materials Required: Saws, Drill, Hammer, Nails or
Screws, Framing Square, Tape Measure, Header & Joist
Lumber to match Existing Joists.

Skill Level: Professional - Do not attempt this part of
the installation yourself unless you have professional skill
in construction framing. Hire a building contractor or a
remodeling contractor to do this job correctly. It will be
well worth the cost to have this part done right. Before
cutting any ceiling joist, consult a structural engineer to
determine the best location for your lift and construction
appropriate for your ceiling type. Also, get some advice
on the best areas to deck your attic for storage, if your
attic is not decked. For example, areas over walls will
hold more weight than areas over large rooms.

2. DECK AN ATTIC SPACE:

If your attic is not already decked in the area where your
Versa Lift will be installed, then decking material such as
plywood must be added on top of the ceiling joists to
make a floor that you can walk on and store items on.

Tools/Materials Required: Skill Saw, Hammer and Nails
or Screws and Power Driver, Square, Tape Measure,
Decking.

Skill Level: Handyman - If you have skill with general
carpentry tools (sawing, measuring, nailing or screwing)
and the physical strength to move large pieces of wood,
then you can do this part yourself with a helper. (You can
get 2 x 4-ft pre-cut plywood at most lumber stores. It is
much easier to handle than 4 x 8-ft sheets.)

3. ASSEMBLE AND INSTALL THE LIFT:

The Versa Lift comes partially assembled. The cartons
contain all of the parts and fastening hardware, along
with detailed instructions in this guide for assembly.

Tools/Materials Required: Drill, 5/32” Drill Bit, Square,
Tape Measure, Level, Phillips Screwdriver, Wrenches
and/or Sockets and Ratchet.

Skill Level: Handyman - If you have the skill for general
repair and maintenance using hand tools and can read
and follow instructions, then you can do this part yourself
with a helper.



Versa Lift Opening Installation Specs

ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS:

ELECTRICAL OUTLET:

You will need a single 110 volt AC grounded electrical
outlet to plug in the Versa Lift power cord. It is highly
recommended that the outlet be on the same switched
circuit as the lighting in your attic so that when the attic
lights are turned off, the power to the Versa Lift is also
turned off. This arrangement will be more convenient for
you and will prevent unintended operation of the lift.

The power cord provided with this product has three blades.
The longest blade is the grounding blade (Fig. 1a). The
shorter flat blades are the current carrying blades. You will
need a grounded power outlet (receptacle) as shown below
(Fig. 1a). If your outlet does not have a grounded receptacle
for a three blade plug or if you are unsure if your outlet is
correctly grounded, have a qualified electrician check the
outlet (receptacle) to make sure it meets local codes.
Incorrect grounding puts you at risk of electrical shock.
Never modify the equipment plug to fit a two blade outlet
(receptacle)!

If you use an extension cord, it must be a heavy duty three-
wire type with a three blade grounding plug and matching
grounded outlet (receptacle) like those shown in Fig. 1a
and rated for at least twice the load (10 amps minimum).

LIFT OPENING SPECIFICATIONS:

VERTICAL ATTIC SPACE:
The Versa Lift requires a minimum of 48” of vertical space
directly over the lift opening (Fig. 1b).

OPENING DIMENSION & TOLERANCES:

The final opening size is 22'2” x 462" with a tolerance of
+1/4” and -0” (the opening can be up to 1/4” larger, but
no smaller.) The lift opening must be square as shown
below (Fig. 1c). Diagonal A should equal B within 1/2”.

LIFT OPENING FINISH:

The lift opening must have smooth, perpendicular side
walls. No nail heads, brackets, sheet rock or decking
can protrude or extend into the opening, as this will
cause the lifting platform to become caught on those
edges and the lift will malfunction. (See Figs. 2a, 2b & 3).

GROUNDED POWER OUTLET\
CURRENT

/— CARRYING
BLADES

2,

/&

GROUNDING BLADE
IS THE LONGEST OF
THE THREE BLADES

Fig. 1a

11"

LIFT OPENING
REQUIRES 46.5” MIN.
OF VERTICAL SPACE

Fig. 1b

A WARNING To prevent unintended lift operation,

you must turn the power switch off, unplug the power
cord, or disconnect the power when not in use! The
wireless model radio is active if the lift has power and
is turned on and can operate the lift whenever a
coded signal is received, either from the Versa Lift
remote control transmitter or from another transmitter
in your area. Unintended operation could cause the
lifting platform to move downwards unexpectedly,
possibly causing injury to persons or damage to
property located directly under the lift.

LIFT OPENING MUST BE SQUARE (A =B = 1/27)

N
r90° 90“1

DIM. DIM.
upn g

46.5"

202:.51

Fig. 1c




Versa Lift Opening Installation Specs

LIFT OPENING SPECIFICATIONS (Cont):

OPENINGS IN SOLID WOOD JOISTS:

For solid wood joists, the final opening size must be 222" x
462", All side walls must be smooth and perpendicular (the
opening can’t be smaller at the bottom). Cut sheet rock and
decking flush with the walls. Nothing can protrude inside
the opening: Nail heads must be set flush or below the sur-
face. Install the 2"x2” L-flashing in the corners of the open-
ing to cover hanger brackets and nail heads (see Fig. 2a).

LIFT OPENING WITH SOLID WOOD JOISTS

INSTALL DECKING
FLUSH WITH OPENING

FINISHED OPENING

SIZE IS 225" x 465" m_—=71 N
INSTALL 2 x 2" FLASHING

INSIDE FINISHED OPENING

HOLE SIDE WALLS MUST
BE SMOOTH AND SQUARE.
SET NAIL HEADS FLUSH.

CUT SHEET ROCK
FLUSH WITH OPENING

= L=

WARNING!: TO PREVENT LIFT

MALFUNCTION, THE OPENING
SIDEWALLS MUST BE SMOOTH
WITH NO PROTRUDING NAILS,
BRACKETS, SHEETROCK, ETC.

Fig. 2a

OPENINGS IN FABRICATED I-JOISTS:

For “I-Joists” make a rough opening of 23 x 47” and panel
all four sides with 1/4” thick plywood (Fig.2b). The final
opening size with paneling will be 2212"x 46'2”. The panels
provide the required smooth walls and cover I-joist ledges.
The side walls must be square (perpendicular) and all nail
heads must be set flush or below the surface. Cut all sheet
rock and decking flush with the edges of the opening.
Install the 2"x2" L-flashing (provided) in the corners of the
opening to cover hanger brackets & nail heads (Fig. 2b). For
more information on framing for |-joists, see pgs. 8 and 9.

LIFT OPENING WITH "I-JOIST" FABRICATED JOISTS

ROUGH-IN OPENING 23 x 47"
THEN PANEL 4 SIDES WITH
1/4" PLYWOOD. THE FINISHED
OPENING SIZE IS 22.5" x 46.5"

INSTALL DECKING
FLUSH WITH OPENING

HOLE SIDE WALLS MUST
BE SMOOTH AND SQUARE.

INSTALL 2 x 2" FLASHING SET NAIL HEADS FLUSH.

INSIDE FINISHED OPENING

CUT SHEET ROCK
FLUSH WITH OPENING

WARNING!: TO PREVENT LIFT
MALFUNCTION, THE OPENING
SIDEWALLS MUST BE SMOOTH
WITH NO PROTRUDING NAILS,
BRACKETS, SHEETROCK, ETC.

THE VERSA LIFT OPENING MUST HAVE
SMOOTH PERPENDICULAR SIDE WALLS: Nail heads,
hanger brackets, sheet rock or decking must NOT pro-
trude or extend into the opening, as this can cause the
lifting platform to hang up and malfunction, resulting in
possible damage or personal injury! Product warranty is
void if the opening does not meet the exact requirements

detailed in these pages.

INSTALL FLASHING IN ALL OPENINGS: Install the

2 x 2” L-flashing the corners of all openings, even in
I-Joist openings that are paneled with 1/4” plywood.
Cut the flashing to the finished opening height (including
sheet rock and decking). Align it to the bottom and nail
both edges with #17 x 1”7 nails, placing nails within 1/4”
from each edge (Fig. 3). The flashing strips cover nail
heads and brackets while providing a slippery surface in
the opening to reduce paint wear on the lifting frame.

COVER ALL HANGER BRACKETS

HANGER BRACKETS MUST
BE COVERED WITH 2"x 2* —
"L" SHAPED FLASHING.

HAMMER NAIL HEADS
COMPLETELY FLAT.

/" THEN INSTALL THE

{. COVER FLASHING.

N

LIFT OPENING—~_

MAIL 1/4" FROM
EACH EDGE WITH \

#17 w1 NAILS

CUT FLASHING TO
OPENING HEIGHT, INCL.
DECKING & SHEET ROCK

PILOT HOLES FOR MOUNTING THE LIFT: Mark the
location of the mounting holes on the floor deck at either

end of the lift opening. These will be pilot holes for the
lag screws provided to secure the lift to the attic floor.

Fig. 3

Find and mark the center on each side of the rectangular
opening, then use a straight edge or square to draw a
center line (Fig. 4). Next draw a line parallel to each of
the narrow ends and spaced 3/4” away from the opening.
Measure along the parallel lines 10” each way from the
center line and mark 4 hole centers (Fig. 4). Then
measure 2” over from the first 4 marks and mark 4 more
hole centers (Fig 4). Find the “Mounting Rails” in the
Versa Lift carton and place them over the hole centers
you have marked to check your work. The hole centers
should match the four slotted holes on the Mounting
Rails. If so, drill 8 pilot holes with a 5/32” bit on the hole
centers you have marked (Fig. 4). Approximate depth of
the pilot holes is 2-1/2”.

LOCATE AND DRILL PILOT HOLES FOR MOUNTING LIFT

DRAW A CENTER-LINE ON
ALL 4 SIDES OF THE OPENING

DRILL 5/32" PILOT HOLES
% 212" DEEF, 8 PLACES

Fig. 4




Versa Lift Opening Installation Techniques

LIFT OPENING ORIENTATION - Aligned or Transverse
In general, transverse openings should be avoided because
more joists will have to be cut, which will weaken the ceiling
more than an aligned opening.

An aligned opening with joists 24” OC can be framed without
the need to cut a ceiling joist (Fig. 5), bu, an aligned opening
with joists 16” OC requires one joist to be cut (Fig.6).

An transverse opening with joists 16” or 24" OC will require
more joists to be cut (Fig. 7 & Fig. 8). You should consult a
professional to evaluate the strength of your ceiling construc-
tion and to determine if transverse mounting is advisable and to
determine if you will need to double the adjacent joists to
compensate for the joist(s) you cut (see Figs. 7 & 8).

Note: Joist hangers can be used instead of blocking, but joist
hangers must be covered with 2 x 2” “I”
flashing (provided) to prevent the

lift platform from hanging in the
opening, causing lift malfunction

or damage (see Fig. 2a, 2b, & 3

for details about “L’ flashing).

Joist Hanger for Solid Wood Joist—+

NOTICE ABOUT FRAMING TECHNIQUES:

The optional framing illustrations & techniques (pages 6-9)
are provided for illustration only and are not intended as
specific directions for you to follow in your individual
installation. Use them to help you plan your installation and
consult with a professional engineer, architect, or contractor
about local codes and building practices. BPG does not
warrant this product to be suitable for your intended purpose,
location, structure, installation or use. Each installer is
responsible for choosing the appropriate location, method of
installation and determining suitability of this product.

Optional Framing Technique #1 - For homes with
SOLID WOOD JOISTS 24” OC: Choose the location. If
your attic is already decked, you will need to remove enough
decking to expose the joists in the area of the opening. If your
attic is not already decked, then nail down some plywood on
either side for a temporary work surface.

An aligned opening can be framed without the need to cut a
ceiling joist, just install blocking and headers shown in (Fig. 5).
A transverse opening will require you install temporary sup-
ports (Fig. 7&9), then mark and cut one joist before installing
blocking and headers as shown in Fig. 7.

1. INSTALL
BLOCK-
ING

W
Pesaes

A
o
AR
i

%

DOUBLE JOISTS WITH
SIMILAR SIZE BOARDS

MAY NEED TO
16 BE DOUBLED

7
¢
7
2B

o
AR,

Flg 6 "’_',,.—--"'J_.—_ oc

46.5%

N

DOUBLE JOISTS WITH
SIMILAR SIZE BOARDS




Versa Lift Opening Installation Techniques

Optional Framing Technique #2 - For homes with
SOLID WOOD JOISTS 16” OC: Choose the location.
If your attic is decked, you will need to remove enough
decking to expose the joists in the area of the opening.
If your attic is not decked, then nail down some plywood
on either side for a temporary work surface.

You will need temporary supports for any joist that will be
cut. One technique is shown below using two 2 x 8”
(minimum size) planks to span the adjacent joists. Each
plank is secured with 2 lag screws to the joist(s) to be cut
(Fig. 9). A framing square is used to mark guide lines for
headers and cut lines (Fig. 9 inset). After cutting the joist,
2x4” or 2x6” blocking is installed (Fig. 10 & inset). Mark,
cut, and install headers with blocking (Fig. 11 & detail).
Trim the joist section removed in Fig. 9 and install it to
finish the framed opening (Fig. 12 & inset). Cut the sheet
rock flush with the opening (Fig. 13). Install decking flush.
Finally, install the 2 x 2” flashing in the corners (Fig. 13).

Note: Corners must be covered with 2 x 2” “L” flashing
to reduce wear and prevent possible lift malfunction.

See illustration on page 6 about joist hangers. Special
care must be taken to hammer nails flat and to cover
the joist hangers with the 2 x 2” “L”” flashing!

HEADER DETAIL

 —

> INSTALL ’-__a"
e
HEADER I
15

<

REMOVE LAG SCREWS AND
TEMPORARY JOIST SUPPORTS

N

i NAIL
—BLOCK
TO JOIST

.

o

N
JOIST
INSTALL
BLOCKIN R
N

i

Fig. 10 ="

\\

//

cut
SHEET
ROCK

INSTALL 2 x 2" FLASHING (4)
INSIDE FINISHED QPENING

DOUBLE JOISTS WITH
SIMILAR SIZE BOARDS
FOR ADDED STRENGTH
(IF NEEDED)

%

Fig. 13




8 Versa Lift ATTIC OPENING PREPARATION

Optional Framing Technique #3 - for new homes with
I-JOISTS 16” OC: This procedure is similar to the one for
solid wood joists (see prior page). However, I-Joists are
too narrow on the ends to hold a nail when attaching one
I-Joist perpendicular to the face of another.

I-Joists can be joined perpendicular by using specially
formed metal hanger brackets.

Another way to join I-Joists is to install blocking on the
ends of |-Joist sections and headers (see Fig. 14). The
block provides a thickness to the end of the I-Joist that
can be nailed into. Second, the block is offset so that it fits
into the inset in the face of the perpendicular I-Joist. The
blocking should be attached securely (Fig. 14 inset) and
placed on the side opposite the opening (since the
opening must not have anything projecting inward).

I-Joists have recessed faces that form ledges that can
hang-up the lifting platform as it travels downward from
the attic. To resolve this problem and to cover any metal
hanger brackets, all I-Joist openings must be framed
2”oversized in each dimension to 47” x 23” (Fig. 15).
Next cut 1/4” thick plywood panels (Fig. 16 inset) and nail
them to the four I-Joists faces inside the opening (Fig. 16).
The final size opening will be 46 2" x 22 '2” (Fig. 16).
Please note that any nail heads in the opening must be
set flush or below the surface and decking and sheet rock
must be cut or installed flush to the opening (Fig. 2b &
16). Finish the opening by installing the 2 x 2” flashing in
the corners (Fig. 16).

As with solid wood joists, I-Joists that need to be cut must
be supported by some means until they are connected to
headers that tie them to adjacent I-Joists.

I-JDIST!HEADEH:

BLOCK BLOCK

<]
USE 2" NAILS
PLACE BLOGK

INTO INSET o SrEEte
THEN MARK wooD
OFFSET LINE o N GLUE

N\
INSET—] OFFSET—| OFFSET LINE

I-JOIST

I-JOIST

2x4" or 2x6"
BLOCKING

Fig. 14

NOTE: This technique requires that you have additional
I-Joist material of the same size as that used in you
ceiling. If you do not have access to additional I-Joist,
then see the technique on the following page.

CUT 1/4" PLYWOOD TO
PANEL INSIDE OF I-JOISTS

T
2EACH [JoisT

pea— 22 1/4" —=t

2EACH

INSTALL 2 x 2° FLASHING {4}
b, INSIDE FINISHED OPENING

Note: I-Joist hangers can be used instead of blocking.
Finish opening with 1/4” paneling to cover hangers
and create a smooth-sided opening (Fig. 16), then
install 2 x 2” flashing in every corner (Fig. 16 & pg. 5).

Depending on location
and code requirements,
web stiffeners may be
required for I-Joist when
using hanger brackets.




Versa Lift ATTIC OPENING PREPARATION 2

Optional Framing Technique #4 - For existing homes
with I-JOISTS 16” OC: The procedure is generally the
same as with |-Joists on the prior page, but when the
home is a finished construction (already built and owned)
you may not have extra |-Joist pieces from which to
construct headers. In this case, you may need a way to
construct headers from other available material.

One way to address this problem is to construct headers
from 1%”or 3/4” plywood and 2 x 2” rails (Fig. 17). Join the
rails to the plywood with wood glue and nails or screws.
Then attach offset blocking (Fig. 17) as previously
explained. Headers constructed this way will have good
strength and have the advantage of a smooth face
toward the opening. NOTE: The blocking is attached
flush with the ends of the I-Joist Section when using
constructed headers with a flat inside surface (Fig. 17).

When headers are constructed as described above,
the opening must be framed 2”oversized in only one
dimension to 46 2" x 23” (Fig. 18). Next, cut two 1/4”
thick plywood panels (Fig. 19 inset) and nail them to the
two I-Joist faces inside the opening (Fig. 19). The final
opening size will be 23 2" x 46 '2” (Fig. 19). Please note
that any nail heads in the opening must be set flush or
below the surface and decking and sheet rock must be
cut or installed flush to the opening (Fig. 2b & 19). Finish
the opening by installing the 2 x 2” flashing in the corners
as shown in Fig. 19.

As with solid wood joists, I-Joists that need to be cut
must be supported by some means until they are
connected to headers that tie them to adjacent I-Joists.

CUT 1/4" PLYWOQOQOD TO
PANEL INSIDE OF I-JOISTS

'
2 EACH JOIST
L

m 2x4"0r2x6"

BLOCKING
(SET FLUSH)

I-JOIST
SECTION

PLYWOOD
CONSTRUCTED
HEADERS

WOoOoD
GLUE

2x4"or2xg"
BLOCKING
{OFFSET)
2" 2% 2° TOP & BOTTOM RAILS
GLUE AND NAIL TO PLYWOOD

or SCREWS

Fig. 17

PLACE BLOCK :

INTO INSET TO
MARK OFFSET

L
INSET —]

]

]

— I-JOIST PLYWOOD HEADER
BLOCK
USE 2° NAILS
a

USE 2" NAILS
or SCREWS

WOOoD
GLUE

L

OFFSET —=

[~ OFFSET LINE

Note: I-Joist hangers can be used instead of blocking.
Finish opening with 1/4” paneling to cover hangers
and create a smooth-sided opening (Fig. 16), then
install 2 x 2” flashing in every corner (Fig. 16 & pg. 5).

Depending on location
and code requirements,
web stiffeners may be
required for I-Joist when
using hanger brackets. U |

Web Stiffener




Standard Models

VVersa Lift Carton Contents 24, 24H, & 24HX

1a. UNPACKING Wireless Models: Save Your Cartons! check the contents to locate all of the items in Fig. 20.

(You will need the long lift housing carton (overpack Check all of the components in all three cartons for any
and telescoping box) for warranty repairs, save it!) damage. If any components are missing or damaged, do
The Versa Lift is packed in three cartons. The contents not proceed with assembly. First, contact BPG about a
are shown below in Fig. 20. The fasteners shown in Fig. replacement for any missing or damaged items.

20 inset will be in a hardware bag. Open the cartons and

CONTENTS: ( 3 CARTONS)

. Lift Housing Assembly (1)

. Mounting Rails (2)

. Lift Housing Legs (4)

. Left Platform Legs (2)

. Right Platform Legs (2)

. Door Braces (2)

. Platform Top Braces (1)

. Platform Supports (2)

. Platform Leg Brackets (2)

10. Cable Clamps (2)

& 11. ¥4” x 2V2” Lag Screw (8)

12. ¥4-20 x 2" Truss Slotted Screw (4)

@._ 23 13. ¥4-20 x 114" Hex Bolt (26)

14. 4-20 x 1%%" Phillips Screw (4)
15. 10-32 x 5/8” Phillips Screw (6)

B=—2¢ | {4 10.82x3/8" Phillips Screw (8)

[w—25 17. Va x 1” Flat Washer (8)

; 18. 4 x 5/8” Flat Washer (99)

19. 2 x 1” Nylon Guide Spacer (4)

20. ¥4-20 Locknut (44)

21. 10-32 Locknut (6)

22, Screw Cover (6)

23. 1/2 x 3/8"Cable Clamp Spacer (10)

24. 6-32 x 1/4” Phillips Screw (4)

25. #17 x 1” Nails (2 oz.)

26. 2 x 2" x 20" “LU Flashing (4)

27. Short Chains (2)

28. Long Chains (2)

29. Installation Guide (1)

30. Owners Manual (1)

31. Door Panel (1)

32. Platform Panel (1)

©
©CONDOHWN =

B 21

=— 30

31 32

Fig. 20




Wireless Models 11

Versa Lift Carton Contents 24W, 24WH, & 24WHX

1b. UNPACKING Wireless Models: Save Your Cartons! check the contents to locate all of the items in Fig. 21.

(You will need the long lift housing carton (overpack Check all of the components in all three cartons for any
and telescoping box) for warranty repairs, save it!) damage. If any components are missing or damaged, do
The Versa Lift is packed in three cartons. The contents not proceed with assembly. First, contact BPG about a
are shown below in Fig. 21. The fasteners shown in Fig. replacement for any missing or damaged items.

21 inset will be in a hardware bag. Open the cartons and

CONTENTS: ( 3 CARTONS)

1A. Wireless Housing Assembly (1)
1B. Wireless Receiver (1)

1C. Antenna

1D. Wireless Transmitter (1)

2. Mounting Rails (2)

3. Lift Housing Legs (4)

4, Left Platform Legs (2)

5. Right Platform Legs (2)

6. Door Braces (2)

7. Platform Top Braces (1)

8. Platform Supports (2)

9. Platform Leg Brackets (2)

10. Cable Clamps (2)

11. 14" x 212" Lag Screw (8)

12. ¥4-20 x 2” Truss Slotted Screw (4)
13. ¥-20 x 112" Hex Bolt (26)

14. 20 x 1'%2” Phillips Screw (4)
15. 10-32 x 5/8” Phillips Screw (6)
16. 10-32 x 3/8” Phillips Screw (8)
17. Yax 1" Flat Washer (8)

18. ¥4 x 5/8” Flat Washer (99)

19. Y2 x 1” Nylon Guide Spacer (4)
20. %-20 Locknut (44)

21. 10-32 Locknut (6)

22. Screw Cover (6)

23. 1/2 x 3/8"Cable Clamp Spacer (10)
24. 6-32 x 1/4” Phillips Screw (4)
25. #17 x 1” Nalils (2 0z.)

26. 2 x 2" x 20" "L’ Flashing (4)
27. Short Chains (2)

28. Long Chains (2)

29. Installation Guide (1)

30. Owners Manual (1)

31. Door Panel (1)

32. Platform Panel (1)

27

28
™ ,»

3 32

—— 20 le— 30

Fig. 21




12

2a. LIFT HEAD ASSEMBLY - Requires two persons.
The Lift head assembly must be done in the attic. Locate
the parts shown in Figs 22a & 22b and move them up to
the attic. The lift housing is heavy and requires two able
persons to move it up to the attic. Place the lift housing
on a rug or piece of cardboard as shown below.

Note: Rope handles are provided for carrying the Lift
Head upstairs. DO NOT lift on the gold wire rectangle!

Versa Lift Receiver Installation

Wireless Models Only
24W, 24WH, & 24WHX

2b. RECEIVER INSTALLATION - (WIRELESS ONLY)
2b-1. Connect the plug onto the 6-pin header visible thru
the square hole in the motor housing. Orient the plug
exactly as show below (Fig. 22a Inset) making sure to
insert all six pins into the plug.

2b-2. Install the receiver to the motor housing using (4) 6-
32 x 1/4” long screws as shown. (Note the antennae plug
must extend off the rear of the motor housing.)

2b-3. Install the antenna onto the BNC connector on the
rear of the receiver.

DO NOT OPERATE THE
LIFT MOTOR UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO
DO SO IN STEP 9 OF THIS GUIDE!
Doing so will cause lift to malfunction!

2b-1. CONNECT THE PLUG
(Exactly as shown in inset)

MOTOR HOUSING

DO NOT LIFT
BY GOLD WIRE
RECTANGLE!!

Fig. 22a

2b-2. INSTALL RECEIVER
with 6-32 x 1/4” Screws (4) \

/ 2b-3. INSTALL ANTENNA

TRANSMITTER

ORIENT PLUG
AS SHOWN AND B

INSTALL ON PINS B
0 ﬁ@

0
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2c. LIFT HEAD ASSEMBLY - ALL MODELS

This step requires two persons. This assembly step
should be done in the attic. Locate the parts shown
below and move them up to the attic. The lift housing is
heavy and requires 2 able persons to move it up to the
attic. Place the lift housing on a rug or piece of cardboard
open-side-up as show below.

Note: Rope handles are provided for carrying the Lift
Head upstairs. DO NOT lift on the gold wire rectangle!

Assemble the four lift housing legs to the lift housing
(Fig. 22b Inset). The locknuts provided will not work
loose, so tighten the bolts and nuts firmly, but do not
over-tighten or you will collapse the square tubing.
Assemble the mounting rails to the lift housing legs

(Fig. 22b) with bolts, washers and locknuts but do not
tighten them yet. Leave them slightly loose for Step 4.

Note: The legs fit on the INSIDE of the lift housing!

DO NOT OPERATE THE
LIFT MOTOR UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO
DO SO IN STEP 9 OF THIS GUIDE!
Doing so will cause lift to malfunction!

= 1/4-20 x1-1/2"

2 / HEX BOLT (8)

MOUNTING

& RAILS (2)
o P
qe A

11420 %
LOCKNUT (8)
1/4x5/8" WASHER (16}

\ LIFT HOUSING LEGS (4)

Note: The legs fit
on the INSIDE of
the lift housing!

Fig. 22b

LIFT HOUSING

DO NOT LIFT
BY GOLD WIRE
RECTANGLE!!

LIFT HOUSING LEGS (4)

1/4x5/8" WASHER (16)

1/4-20

~ HOUSING
s,

~

1/4-20 x 1-1/2°
HEXBOLT (8)  ~»
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3. INSTALLING THE LIFT HEAD

This step requires two persons. Turn the lift head
assembly upright and position it in front of the opening
(Fig. 23). With one person on each end, lift slightly and
move the assembly over the opening (Fig. 23) and align
the slots in the mounting rails with the pilot holes in the
decking. Install the 8 lag screws and 1” diameter washers
into the pilot holes and screw them down untill they
almost contact the mounting rail, but leave them loose so
the mounting rails can be adjusted later (Fig. 23 inset).
(Note: A couple of drops of dishwashing liquid in the pilot
holes will make installing the lag screws easier.)

4. LEVEL THE LIFT HEAD

The bolts that hold the legs to the mounting rail must be
loose for this step. Place a bubble level lengthwise on the
housing and see if head is level (Fig. 24). Place shims
under both legs on the low end (Fig. 24 inset). Adjust the
shims until the head is level and then tighten all 8 leg
bolts (Fig. 24 inset).

Versa Lift ASSEMBLY GUIDE (All Models)

l.'-_‘?

PLACE LEVEL ON HOUSING. USE SHIMS
/— UNDER LEGS TO LEVEL HOUSING, THEN

TIGHTEN LEG BOLTS (SEE INSET).

\

HOUSING LEG —=

2 TIGHTEN
LEG BOLTS

\ =,

Fig. 24

)
1. ADD SHIMS

UNDER LEG

-

Fig. 23

N\

INSTALL 1/4 x 3"
LAG SCREWS (8)

1/4"x1" DIA. WASHER (8)

INSTALL LAG SCREWS,
BUT DO NOT TIGHTEN

(Note: A couple of drops of
dishwashing liquid in the pilot
holes will make installing

the lag screws easier.)

(8) PRE-DRILLED
5/32' PILOT HOLES
(SEE FIG. 4, PG. 4)

l-——____|

REQUIRES 2 PERSONS:
SLIDE THE LIFT HOUSING
ASSEMBLY INTO POSITION
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5. DOOR ASSEMBLY

The door must be assembled down-stairs. Locate the
door, door braces, and fasteners shown in Fig. 25.
Insert the screw through the screw cover then through
the panel, then through the door brace (Fig. 25 and
inset). and fasten with the locknut. Tighten all 6 screws,

10-32

DOOR PANEL (1) / LOCKNUT (6)

DOOR BRACE (2)

SCREW
COVER (6)

I
10-32 x 5/8°

|
1 PHILLIPS
b,/_ SCREW (8)

then close the screw covers, Make sure they snap
completely shut (Fig. 25 inset).

6. PLATFORM ASSEMBLY

The platform must be assembled down-stairs. Locate the
platform, 2 platform supports, 4 platform legs, ¥4-20 x 2”
truss slotted screws, and locknuts (Fig. 26). Note: The
platform top side has warning labels. Insert the
platform support into one of the left legs as shown (Fig.
26 inset). Align the hole in the leg with the hole in the
outer end of the support. Next insert a ¥4-20 screw down
through the platform, leg and support (Fig. 26). Secure
screw with a locknut, but do not tighten until all four
screws are installed. When all legs are assembled as
shown in Fig. 26, tighten all of the screws and locknuts,
but do not over-tighten or you will collapse the tubing.

/ LEG (2 LEFT)
PLATFORM \ FOUR HOLES

LEG (2 RIGHT) IN PLATFORM
1/4-20 % 2°
TRUSS SLOTTED
LABELS UP

] SCREWS (4)”

%LATFORM

: SUPPORT(2) \
|

L

B 1/4-20 LOCKNUT (4)

NOTE: SECOMD (INSIDE})
HOLES ARE NOT USED.

IR

Fig. 26

b|  Assemole Close Locate the platform leg brackets, platform top brace, and
P | ® ScrewCover | fasteners (Fig. 27). Install each of the brackets with 4
£ | I’.L hﬂ bolts, washers, and locknuts (Fig. 27 inset). Tighten as
i ! g : g ) above. Install the platform top brace with 2 bolts, washers
£ 7= and locknuts (Fig. 27) and tighten fasteners as above.
|
Fig. 25 | ﬂ
PLATFORM 1/4-20 % 1-1/2° \
HEX BOLT {8) \
LEG \/ : {BPLATFORM LEG 5
BRACKET (2) &N
PLATFORM
P SUPPORT AN
Lo, ok
7 1/4-20 LOCK- x
! INSERT SUPPORT NUTS (8) ®
INTO LEG. ALIGN 18
TOFIRST HOLE. 1/4 x 5/8" WASHERS (16) /
o PLATFORM
TOP BRACE
& 1/4-20 % 1-1/2"
HEX BOLT (2) P
/ { 1/4x5/8" WASHER (4) / 3
PLATFORM J
I PAMEL (1)
PLATFORM !J

1/4-20
LOCKNUT
@

V4
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7. DOOR AND PLATFORM ASSEMBLY

7-1. Locate the (8) 10-32 x 3/8” screws. Lift the platform
assembly onto the door assembly (Fig. 28).

Note: The spring brackets on the end of the platform
legs fit outside of the door braces (Fig. 28 inset).

7-2. Install and tighten the screws through the spring
brackets and into the door braces.

7-3. Locate the short and long chains. The last link on
each end of each chain is open to form a hook. Hook the
end of each chain onto the chain brackets on each
platform leg (Fig. 28 and inset). You can open the hook
further with pliers, if needed, to make it easier to hook.

7-4. Close the hooks on both ends of the short chains so
the chain is secured to the chain brackets. Close one
hook on each long chain, leaving the other ends open for
loading the platform.

Read the Owners Manual for complete information
about using the chains and safety guidelines about
loading the platform.

WARNING: IF YOU HAVE ALREADY OPERATED THE
LIFT MOTOR, DO NOT GO TO ASSEMBLY STEP 8!
Instead, contact BPG to get the tech bulletin about how
to return the motor to the factory preset position. If you
proceed without resetting, this product will malfunction!

HOOK CHAINS .
|/ ONBRACKETS
i 1
LA 7 AN
i Sy £ b
Vi %‘:‘\ )
& Sy
‘J N A
A4 A
74 Y

PLATFORM

ASSEMBLY SHORT CHAIN (2)

LONG CHAIN (2)

10-32 x 3/8" y
PHILLIPS (8)

DOOR
ASSEMBLY SPRING
BRACKET

FITS QUTSIDE OF

DOOR BRACE

Fig. 28

8. CONNECT THE LIFT HEAD TO THE PLATFORM

The platform assembly MUST be sitting directly on the
floor before it can be connected to the lift head cables!

8-1. Release the cables and let them hang down through
the lift opening.

8-2. Position the lifting platform assembly on the floor
directly below the lift opening (Fig. 29). (You can hang a
plumb line from the corners of the lift opening to mark the
garage floor below where the corners of the platform
assembly should sit.)

8-3. Pass the ends of the cables through the slots in the
platform leg brackets as shown in Fig. 30.

8-4. Pull the cable tight and wind it tightly around the
threaded studs exactly as shown in the illustration. Wrap
it as tightly as possible. Pinch the last loop around the
last stud, then pass the end of the cable through the
center hole in the bottom of the leg bracket (Fig. 30).

8-5a. Draw the cable tight by pulling firmly on the end of
the cable (Fig. 30).

IMPORTANT: DO NOT USE A POWER TOOL TO
INSTALL THE CABLE CLAMP NUTS. USE ONLY A
WRENCH OR A SOCKET AND RATCHET!

8-5b. While holding tension on the cable, install the cable
clamp first, then install a 1/2 x 3/8” aluminum spacer and
locknut on the last stud and snug it down to hold the
cable, but don’t tighten it yet (Fig. 30). Then install the
rest of the aluminum spacers and locknuts and snug
them down (you can tell when the locknut is getting snug
when it begins to turn a little harder and the aluminum
spacer can’t be turned with your fingers.) Repeat this
procedure for the second cable and apply the same
tension (or slight slack) as with the first cable.

8-6. Torque all 10 locknuts to 5 foot pounds (60 inch
pounds). If you do not have a torque wrench, then
snug all 10 locknuts as explained above, then turn
each nut one-half turn (180 degrees) beyond snug
(see Fig. 31). Do not over-tighten or you may break
the studs off!

8-7. You don’t need to cut the excess cable, you can
thread it through the two holes in the bottom of the leg
bracket (Fig. 32) or you can wind it into a coil and zip tie
it inside the bracket. If you do cut off the excess cable,
you must leave at least a foot so that you can re-adjust
the cable if it becomes necessary.

NOTE: It is important that the excess cable is secured
where it can’t get caught in the lift opening when the
platform goes up or down.
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IMPORTANT: Do not use a power tool to install the cable clamp nuts. Use only a wrench
Or a socket and ratchet. (a power driver will over-tighten and damage the studs!)

1. DROP THE CABLES
DOWN THROUGH
THE LIFT OPENING.

PLATFORM ASSY
MUST SIT DIRECTLY
ON THE FLOOR!

Fig. 29

TN

2. PLACE THE LIFTING
PLATFORM ON THE
FLOOR DIRECTLY UNDER
THE LIFT OPENING.

4. WIND THE CABLE
TIGHTLY ON THE
STUDS EXACTLY
AS SHOWN HERE.

5. PULL FIRMLY
HERE UNTIL CABLE

CLAMP IS IN PLACE &
NUTS ARE TIGHT TO
SPECS [SEE BELOW).

Fig. 30

3. PASS CABLE THRU SLOT IN
BRACKET AS SHOWN. THEN
PULL SLACK OUT OF CABLE.

~

1/2 x 3/8" Aluminum
SPACERS (10)

1/4-20
LOCKNUT (10}

6. TIGHTEN LOCKNUTS
TO SPECIFIED TORQUE
OF 5 FOOT POUNDS
{or SNUG + 'z TURN).

DO NOT OVER-TIGHTEN!

Fig. 32

7. DONOT CUT CABLE.
STORE EXCESS AS SHOWN
OR ROLL UP AND ZIP TIE

TO INSIDE OF THIS FLANGE.
REPEAT FOR OTHER END.




18 Versa Lift ASSEMBLY GUIDE (All Models)

9. RAISE THE LIFTING PLATFORM

Review steps 2-8 to make sure you haven’t missed any
assembly steps. All screws must be tight except the lag
screws that hold the mounting rails to the deck. They
should be loose enough that the rails can be moved
freely the distance that the slotted holes allow.

9-1. Make sure the corded remote and power cord hang
freely from the rear of the lift motor and are not wrapped
around the housing, the legs or the motor (Fig. 33).

9-2. Make sure the key switch (Standard) or the power
switch (Wireless) is in the “OFF” position, then plug in the
power cord (Fig. 33).

9-3. Stand clear of the lift mechanism and keep your
hands clear, too. Turn the key or power switch to “ON.”
Jog the “UP” direction switch (Fig. 33 insets) and watch
as the platform comes up. When the platform enters the
opening, jog the “UP” direction switch to move the
platform in small increments, watching to make sure that
it does not catch or bind on the opening. (Correct any
problems before continuing the operation.)

9-4. When the platform is all the way up, it will lift the
upper limit switch bail (gold wire rectangle), the upper
limit switch will stop the motor and the platform.
Turn off the key or power switch and unplug the
power cord before proceeding to the next step.

10. INSTALL THE PLATFORM GUIDE SPACERS
Locate the 4 screws, nylon spacers, washers and
locknuts shown in Fig. 34 inset. Install the spacer into the
hole in the mounting rail between the housing legs and
the platform legs. Tighten each screw firmly. These
spacers guide the platform to the center of the opening in
one direction, the mounting rails will guide the platform in
the other direction.

11. ADJUST THE MOUNTING RAILS

To finish your installation, the mounting rails must be
adjusted to center the lifting platform in the opening.
Mark the center of the platform by measuring 22” from
either end and make a small mark (see Fig. 35).

11.1 The mounting rail holes are slotted for adjustment.
Push each mounting rail towards the center move the
lifting platform left or right.

11.2 Align the platform center marks with the opening
center marks.

11.3 Firmly tighten the (4) lag screws on the first
mounting rail (but don’t strip the threads in the floor).
Then, place a 1/32” shim spacer between the second
mounting rail and the platform legs and tighten the (4) lag
screws as above (see Fig. 35). Note: a business card
folded double makes a good shim spacer.

11.4 Remove the shim spacers and check your work:
The platform assemble should have clearance to move
front-to-back between the guide spacers and left-to-right
between the mounting rails (1/32” to 1/16”).

Congratulations!
Your installation is now complete!

STANDARD REMOTE

KEY
(POWER)
SWITCH up

ROCKER 3
SWITCH

THE LIFT
PLATFORM

UNPLUG POWER CORD BEFORE
PROCEEDING TO THE NEXT STEP.

Fig. 33

USE THE REMOTE CONTROL
TO RAISE THE PLATFORM
TO THE HIGHEST POSITION.

WIRELESS REMOTE

WARNING: KEEP AWAY FROM
THE LIFT HOUSING AND LIFT
PLATFORM WHEN OPERATING!

_ MAIN POWER SWITCH
(Wireless Models Only)

INSTALL THE
PLATFORM
GUIDE
SPACERS

1/4" LOCK-
NUT (4) _\b
1/4x wa'/@

WASHER (4)

vax1* Nylon SPACER (4)
1/4-20 % 1-1/2° PHILLIPS (4)

INSTALL (4) NYLON
PLATFORM GUIDE SPACERS
AT FOUR CORNERS

Fig. 34

ADJUST THE
MOUNTING
RAILS

2. LINE UP PLATFORM CENTER MARK
WITH THE OPENING CENTER MARK

3. THEN TIGHTEN THE (8) LAG

Fig. 35

1. PUSH MOUNTING RAILS
TOWARD THE PLATFORM
FROM BOTH ENDS.

SCREWS LEAVING 1/32" SPACE AT
DNE END BETWEEN 2 LEGS AND RAIL

CENTER MARK
ON OPENING

MOUNTING
RAILS (2)
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Versa Lift Remote & Receiver (Wireless Models)

12. WIRELESS REMOTE OPERATION

If you replace the transmitter, or add a second
transmitter, you will have to “pair” the new transmitter to
your receiver (Fig. 36).

See page 13 of the Versa Lift Owners Manual for the
complete details about operation, programming and
troubleshooting of the wireless transmitter and receiver .

TRANSMITTER

Fig. 36

Please read and understand the Owners Manual
completely to learn important safety rules you
need to know before operating this lift system!

VR RININMEN 1o reduce the risk of

serious injury or death, all operators MUST
read and understand the Owners Manual
completely before operating this lift system!

THE OWNERS MANUAL PROVIDES MANY
IMPORTANT SAFETY FACTS THAT YOU
MUST KNOW BEFORE OPERATING THIS
LIFTING SYSTEM PRODUCT!




